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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
National Science Foundation
May 22, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by the provisions of section

3(f) of the National Science Foundation Act
of 1950, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1862(f)), I
transmit herewith the combined annual re-
ports of the National Science Foundation for
fiscal years 1994 and 1995.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 22, 1996.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Commodity Credit Corporation
May 22, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the provisions of sec-

tion 13, Public Law 806, 80th Congress (15
U.S.C. 714k), I transmit herewith the report
of the Commodity Credit Corporation for fis-
cal year 1994.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 22, 1996.

Statement on the Minimum Wage
May 22, 1996

An increase in the minimum wage would
honor our values: work, family, responsibility,
and opportunity. You cannot raise a family
on $4.25 an hour. Over the years, both par-
ties have worked together to ensure that the
minimum wage keeps up with the cost of liv-
ing. To continue that commitment to work-
ing families, I have challenged Congress to
raise the minimum wage by 90 cents. It is
clear that a bipartisan majority of the House
of Representatives stands ready to pass this
increase.

But the House leadership is today propos-
ing a giant fraud on the American people.
Their legislation will eliminate the minimum
wage for all workers hired by fully two-thirds

of American businesses. I hope Senator Dole
will join me in opposing this extreme meas-
ure. We must not tolerate sweatshops and
a repeal of wage protections for millions of
Americans as a condition of assuring a living
wage for some workers.

Let me be clear: Eliminating the minimum
wage is no way to raise it. If Congress sends
me a bill to eliminate the minimum wage
and wage protection for millions of workers,
I will veto it. Speaker Gingrich and majority
leader Dole should allow an honest up-or-
down vote on the minimum wage.

Remarks at a Democratic Dinner in
Stamford, Connecticut
May 22, 1996

Thank you very much. Well, ladies and
gentlemen, now that all these other fine peo-
ple have spoken and told you every good
thing about our record, I ought to quit while
I’m ahead. [Laughter] But I won’t. And be-
sides that, we can’t.

I want to thank Senator Dodd for his re-
marks and his remarkable leadership and his
personal friendship and his willingness to
take a leap into the unknown when I asked
him to do this job after our setback in the
campaign of 1994. It looked like a job with
a lot of downside and not much upside. It
could cause him grief at home and not help
him abroad. And he did it anyway, because
he believed it was the right thing to do. He’s
done it superbly, and every person in Con-
necticut should be very, very proud of him.

I also want to assure you that that little
riff he went through about you can always
move the capital to Hartford and make the
Seawolf the national fish and the Comanche
the national bird and all that, you know, be-
lieve it or not, he does that in private when
nobody is looking. [Laughter] The first time
he did it in private I didn’t think it was very
funny; it’s a lot more funny in a crowd.
[Laughter] I think if things get any tighter
he’ll just buy me a couple of pets and call
them Seawolves and Comanches so I’ll never
be able to forget it. [Laughter]

I want to thank Senator Lieberman, who’s
been my friend for more than 25 years now,
for his leadership in Connecticut and leader-
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